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To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and need good news; 

to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need help; to all who are 

sinners and need forgiveness; to all who are complacent and need disturbing; to all who 

thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial 

Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SILENT OFFERING – TO BENEFIT ALWAYS ON MISSION 

 

    GATHERING 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

 

 

Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Reconciling God, 

we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared 

room in our hearts for your love; 

we have not always recognized 

your presence among us; 

we have not always embraced your message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 

oppression, and fear. 

We confess our failure to make room 

for those seeking refuge; 

our participation in violent systems 

that harm your innocent ones; 

our reluctance to embody your good news. 

Be born in us today 

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 

Amen. 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 

 

 GREETING  

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 

that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

HOLY BAPTISM (page 227) 
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WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Jeremiah. 

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of 

exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young 

women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of 

sorrow. 

 7 Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back; 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 

  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 

 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
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 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy; 

  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the LORD. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 

Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12) 

 12 Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 

  praise your | God, O Zion, 

 13 who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 

  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 

 14 God has established peace | on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 

 15 God sends out a command | to the earth, 

  a word that runs | very swiftly. R 

 16 God gives | snow like wool, 

  scattering | frost like ashes. 

 17 God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 

 18 The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 



8 

 

  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 

 19 God declares the | word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 

 20 The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! R 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Ephesians. 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven 

and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as 

God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With 

all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things 

on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 

destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 

according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our 

hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 

when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 

believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 

people, to the praise of his glory. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 
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The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through 

whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace 

and truth to the world. 

[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]  
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  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet 

the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not 

of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 

testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 

after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 

ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s 

heart, who has made him known. 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (ELW 272) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 

creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your 

name. Be with us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, 

but in the beloved people of this assembly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and 

oceans; and in the waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for 

the earth as a garden watered by your grace. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people 

near and far, in bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us 

seek you in many places, praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new 

relationship, or a new living situation, especially those displaced because of 

tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need your life-giving touch this day 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and 

fellowship in this congregation and in the wider community. Make our 

tables signs of your welcoming presence among us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We 

remember those who have died and look to being united with them in your 

glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, 

O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your 

gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all 

earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God is now in flesh appearing. 

Come to the feast of joy! 

 

COMMUNION  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 

the mystery of your presence. 

Move us to discover the wonders of your love 

in the everyday moments of our lives, 

through Christ born in us. 

Amen 
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SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, 

abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

     

DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended. Let the service begin. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress 
 

 

 

 

DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

             January 4, 2026 

The Altar Flowers are sponsored today by Deb Kuehner in memory of 

parents, Ken & Mary Bretz 

The Bulletins are sponsored today by Deb Kuehner in memory of parents, 

Ken & Mary Bretz 
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The Week Ahead: 

 Today  9:00AM  2nd Sunday of Christmas Worship  

   10:15AM Sunday School  

 Wednesday 9:00AM Morning Prayer 

 Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study 

  Sunday 9:00AM Baptism of our Lord Worship 

   10:15AM Sunday School  

   12:30PM Confirmation (SJ) 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday, Thursday, Friday  9:00AM to 2:00PM 

(610)377-4242 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! January 4 to January 10 

 

01/04 Grace Bowman 

 01/04 Benjamin Cordova 

01/04 Kathryn Leadbetter 

01/04 Tanner Manogue 

01/05 Richard DeLuca 

01/05 Harriet Kenny 

01/05 Ryver Markley 

 

01/07 Tucker Gutzeit 

01/07 Piper Uyvari 

01/08 James Barth 

01/08 Mary Hawk 

01/10 Kelli DeLuca 

01/10 Allie Hawk 

01/10 Lexi Riley  

 

 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Charlotte Ivy Miller, daughter of Joshua 

Miller  and Kristyn Bryfogle-Miller. We pray for God’s blessings on 

Charlotte throughout her life in Christ. 

 

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards 

please see Kathy Steigerwalt. We receive 5% from each gift card sold. 
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Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact 

Jan in the office if interested.  

 

Pizza Fundraiser: Dinkey will be having a pizza kit fundraiser; orders due 

by January 18, 2026; pick up on February 5, 2026. Order sheet in the back of 

church or call Karen Schleicher (610)390-1125 or the church office 

(610)377-4242. 

 

St John’s Fundraiser: St John’s will be selling donuts on February 17, 

2026; order by January 25, 2026. 

 

Lehighton Cold Weather Station: The LCWS is an important ministry for 

the homeless in the Lehighton area. When the temperature drops below 25 

degrees overnight, the station is open to anyone in need to have a warm 

place to sleep overnight. Volunteers and donations are always needed. 

 

 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY 

MEMORIAL 

 

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464 

1st Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747 

Brendan Schleicher  El Paso, Texas 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 

Darwin Berger 

Arlene Bisbing 

Sheila Flickinger 

Tess Hinger 

 

Debbie Meckel 

Gordon Scherer 

Alice Scitney 

Debra Strohl
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SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

 

Faith Beck 

Sherri Bowman 

Robert Coccio 

Rick D 

Lauren Dugan 

Candy Everett 

Louise Everett 

Frank Fisher 

 

 

Ann German 

Dick German 

Joseph Gorman 

Madisynn Hawk 

Stephen Hoffman 

Doug Keller 

Sandy Keller 

Joe Kluk 

 

 

Jim Koch 

Deb Lilly 

Emily Persinger 

Kenny Schleicher 

Tanner Schleicher 

Tom Scott 

Kathy Steigerwalt 

Patti Walck
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

Ministers:      The Congregation 

Pastor:      Reverend Anthony Pagotto 

Musician:                          Bella Moyer 

Greeters:      Frey 

Acolytes:      Bryn Schleicher 

       Colby Solt 

Lector:      Kirsten Frankhouser 

Communion Assistants:    Carol Steber 

       Kurt Steigerwalt 

        

 

Worship Participants for January 11, 2026:  

Greeters:      Wetzel 

Acolytes:      Derek Spitzer 

       Jordyn Albert  

Lector:        Lori German 

Communion Assistants:    Karen Wetzel 

       Rich DeLuca 
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