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To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and need 

good news; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need 

help; to all who are sinners and need forgiveness; to all who are complacent and 

need disturbing; to all who thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and 

would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms 

and bids you welcome! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

but our lives do not always reflect you 

and your love for the world. 

We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 

you grant to all people. 

We oppress others, 

even though you have set us free again and again. 

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Transform our lives 

and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s arms are always stretched open wide 

to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 

with you,” or similar words. 

 

GATHERING SONG  As the Deer Runs to the River (ELW 331) 

 

GREETING  

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

Let us pray.  

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 

death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and 

bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

We welcome our newest members to Dinkey Memorial, Craig & Geli Haviland. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Isaiah. 

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a 

celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those 

who return to God will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our 

ways. 

 1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
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 5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 

 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7 let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 

 

O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. (Ps. 63:1) 

 1 O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where 

there | is no water. 

 2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 

  that I might behold your power | and your glory. 

 3 For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; 

  my lips shall | give you praise. 

 4 So will I bless you as long | as I live 

  and lift up my hands | in your name. R 

 5 My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, 

  and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 

 6 when I remember you up- | on my bed, 

  and meditate on you in | the night watches. 
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 7 For you have | been my helper, 

  and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 

 8 My whole being | clings to you; 

  your right hand | holds me fast.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus 

Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of 

God’s faithfulness. 

1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under 

the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud 

and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the 

wilderness. 

  6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as 

they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat 

down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual 

immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We 

must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 
10 And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
11 These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to 

instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 So if you think you are standing, 

watch out that you do not fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common to 

everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with 

the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 

The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is 

deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that 

the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience. 

1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2 [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that 

because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 

Galileans?3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those 

eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 

were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

  6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 

Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until 

I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 

you can cut it down.’ ” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623) 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

     PRAYER 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and wisdom 

to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they may call upon 

you in making decisions. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the goodness of 

your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may flourish on the 

planet that is our shared home. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the work of 

justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across human borders and 

boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in your mercy, 
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receive our prayer. 

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion. Comfort those whose lives 

have been disrupted through natural disasters and human conflict. Aid communities in 

coming together to mourn, heal, and rebuild. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your grace. 

Bless food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects, and all 

ministries that address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times of 

challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have ended. May 

their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name 

of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

MUSICAL SELECTION  
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OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious Provider, 

you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 

deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

God our tender parent, 

God the crucified one, 

God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618) 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended, let the service begin. 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

          DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

March 23, 2025 

The Altar Flowers are not sponsored today. 

The Bulletins are sponsored today by Gary & Kim Schleicher in honor of their 

anniversary. 

 

Flower and bulletin charts for 2025 are on the bulletin board above the stairs. You may 

either sign up on the charts or by calling the office at 610-377-4242.  It is appreciated if 

you pay for your sponsorship by the end of the month that you have sponsored.  All 

weeks are open for the Memorial Bowl.  It is very important for flower sponsors to 

return the cans and plastic gold bowls that they take the flowers home in.  Thank you 

very much for your cooperation. 

 

Office Hours:  

Monday, Thursday, Friday  9:00- 2:00 

(610)377-4242 
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The Week Ahead: 

 Today  9:00AM  3rd Sunday in Lent Worship 

   10:15AM Sunday School 

 Wednesday 9:00AM Morning Prayer 

  7:00PM Lenten Worship (Zion Stone) 

 Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study 

   6:30PM Choir  

 Sunday 9:00AM 4th Sunday in Lent Worship 

   10:15AM Sunday School 

       

HAPPY BIRTHDAY   March 23 to March 29 

 

03/23 Eleanor Berger 

03/24 Shay Watkins 

03/25 Cliona Bonser 

03/25 Jaxson Markell 

03/25 Denise Schleicher 

03/26 McKena Everett 

03/27 Kenneth Haupt 

03/27 Laurie Kobal 

03/27 Katelyn Markell 

03/28 Mika Solt 

03/29 Ashley Klass 

 

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards please see Kathy 

Steigerwalt. We receive 5% from each gift card sold. 

 

Anniversary Celebration: In 2026 Dinkey Memorial will be celebrating the 175th 

Anniversary of the founding of the congregation in 1851. A team is being formed to 

coordinate the celebration and we are looking for people interested in sharing the history 

of the congregation and having some fun while doing so. If you are interested, please see 

Pastor Tony. 

 

Altar Guild: Did you ever wonder who takes care of changing the altar paraments, 

setting up communion, and just organizing the worship space? That would be our altar 

guild and they serve a very important role in our worship life. If you are interested in 

finding out more information about the altar guild or would consider serving as a 

member, please join us for an information/organization meeting on Sunday, March 30 at 

12:15PM in the sanctuary. Hope to see you then! 

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Rita’s cards for 10% off your purchase, cost is $5.00. 

Please see Karen Schleicher (610)390-1125. Dinkey is also selling Streak free cloths; $5 

each. Please contact Jan in the office if interested. 



14 

 

 

Fundraising:  Dinkey still has perogies for sale; $9 for potato and  cheese; $10 for 

sauerkraut or apple. Please see Linda Bierman if interested.

 

Mamma Mia!: The Lehighton drama club is presenting Mamma Mia on March 27, 2025 

– March 29, 2025. Doors open at 6:30 PM; Show begins at 7:00 PM; Cost is $15/ Adults, 

$10/ Seniors, $5/ Students. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner: Trinity Lutheran Church will be having a spaghetti dinner and basket 

raffle on March 29, 2025 from 4 – 7 PM; adults $13, children 6-12 $8, under 6 is free. 

 

Spring Bazaar: St John’s Mahoning will be having their Spring Bazaar on Friday, April 

11, 2025 from 5:00 – 7:30 PM and Saturday, April 12, 2025 from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

 

Stained Glass Windows: Help preserve our stained glass windows by making a donation 

today. Your support will help us complete the work necessary to repair and upgrade the 

windows and preserve them for the future. You can donate by marking "Stained Glass 

Windows" on your envelope and memo line of your check, or by scanning the QR code 

to download the Vanco Mobile app. Thank you for your support and commitment to this 

project. 
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Vacation Bible School: The time is now for us to plan VBS for Summer 2025, however, 

we are in need of help. If you are able to help in any way with coordinating, teaching, 

assisting in the classroom, planning snacks or games, or teaching music, please speak 

with Pr. Tony. Let's make this VBS another wonderful experience for our children! 

 

Spring Bazaar: Ben Salem UCC in Lehighton will be having their Spring Bazaar on  

Friday, April 4, 2025 from 5:00 -7:30 PM and Saturday, April 5, 2025 from 9:00 AM -

3:00 PM. 

 

Ham & Dandelion Dinner: Ben Salem U C C will be having a ham & dandelion dinner 

on Saturday, April 26, 2025 from 3 – 6 PM. Cost is $15 for adults, $7 for ages 5-10 and 

under 5 is free. 

 

Donut Sale: St John’s is selling donuts for pickup on May 7, 2025; order by April 20, 

2025; order sheet in back of church. 

 

Cookbook: The fundraising team would like to have your favorite recipe to put together 

a Dinkey Memorial cookbook. Please give the recipe with your name on it to Karen 

Schleicher or drop off at the office by Sunday, May 11, 2025. 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY MEMORIAL 

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464 

1st Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747 

 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

Tess Hinger 

Ruth Keck 

Debbie Meckel 

Gordon Scherer 

Alice Scitney 

Debbie Strohl

 

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Alexis 

Faith Beck 

Eli Bowland 

Sherri Bowman 

Willard Doll 

Lauren Dugan 

Candy Everett 

Ann German 

Dick German 

Joseph Gorman 

Sonny Hack 

Stephen Hoffman 

Doug Keller 

Joe Kluk 

Deb Lilly 

Family of Dan Oswald 

Mary Scanlon  

Kenny Schleicher 

Lukas Schleicher 

Todd Schleicher 

Trisha Schleicher 

Patti Walck 

Sandy Walter  

Betty Weber



 

We are in need of volunteers as greeters/ushers, lectors, communion assistants and altar 

guild. Please let the office know if you are willing to volunteer. 

 

 

 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

Ministers:      The Congregation 

Pastor:      Reverend Anthony Pagotto 

Music Director:     Bridgette Gorman 

Greeters:      Bierman 

Acolytes:      Colby Solt 

Lector:      Nora Oswald 

 

Worship Participants for March 30, 2025: 

Greeters:      Everett   

Acolytes:      Mason Spitzer 

Lector       Elijah Pagotto 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER LILY ORDERS 

Name:______________________________________________ 

In honor/memory of: 

___________________________________________________ 

Easter Lily’s are $ 9.50. Orders and money can be placed in the 

offering plate or given to the office by April 10, 2024. Please fill 

out a form for each plant you would like. Plants can be picked up 

after service on Easter.  
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