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To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and need good news; 

to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need help; to all who are 

sinners and need forgiveness; to all who are complacent and need disturbing; to all who 

thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial 

Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome! 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SILENT OFFERING – to benefit Always on Mission 

 

    GATHERING 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG  Borning Cry (ELW 732) 

 

 

GREETING  

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 

your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 

lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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HOLY BAPTISM  Rev. Gerald Arndt 

 

Presentation 

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the 

death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen 

humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 

members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of 

saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

 

Sponsors present each candidate. 

I present Charlotte James McCandless for baptism. 

 

The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children who 

are not able to answer for themselves. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 

your child baptized into Christ? 

 I do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

 to live with her among God's faithful people, 

 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

 so that she may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

 I do. 

 

Sponsors do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered 

by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 

the church? 

 I do. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support Charlotte and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? 

 We do. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that 

rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized 

by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 

the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

BAPTISM 

Charlotte James McCandless, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  

Alleluia. 

 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Charlotte James McCandless with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Charlotte James McCandless, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 Amen. 

 

WELCOME 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Ezekiel. 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey 

God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—

gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, 

“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 

from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at 

your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from 

their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

 

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 

and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 
11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked 

but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 

ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 

I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it | to the end. 

 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 

 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 

  for that is | my desire. 

 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 

  and not to | unjust gain. R 

 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 

  give me life | in your way. 

 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 

  which is for | those who fear you. 



10 

 

 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 

  because your judg- | ments are good. 

 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 

  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Romans. 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the 

law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in 

light of the future God has in store for us. 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 

murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 

is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 

in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 

The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a 

whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against 

another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out 

the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 
16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 

may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 

let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 

will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you 

give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect 

grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out 

after disaster. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish 

gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear 

us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 

relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We pray 

especially for . . .) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and 

grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our 

imperfections. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness 

of your salvation for  

 all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 

see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MUSICAL SELECTION: “When We are Living” – Dinkey “Voices in Song”. 
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OFFERING 

                                  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of new life. 

Receive the risen Lord. 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 

 

DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended. Let the service begin. 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
From Sundays & Seasons, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved 

 

DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

             September 6, 2026 

The Altar Flowers are sponsored today by Geli Haviland in honor of her son Chris’s 

birthday 
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The Bulletins are not sponsored today. 

The Memorial Bowl is sponsored today by Linda Arndt in honor of her great 

granddaughter Charlotte McCandless’s baptism. 

Cemetery Flag Pole is sponsored for the month of September by Irene Wenner in 

memory of husband Jim. 

 

The Week Ahead: 

 Today  9:00AM  15th Sunday after Pentecost Worship  

 Wednesday 9:00AM Morning Prayer 

 Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study 

 Saturday 9AM-3PM Car Show 

 Sunday 9:00AM 16th Sunday after Pentecost Worship 

 

Office Hours: 

Thursday, Friday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Charlotte James McCandless, daughter of Max & 

Kelsey McCandless. We pray for God’s blessings on Charlotte throughout her life in 

Christ. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! September 6 to September 12 

 

09/07 Linda Bierman

09/08 Shaelyn Kunkel 

09/08 Laura Moyer 

09/09 Eric Solt 

09/10 Stanley Cordova 

09/10 Rachel Klotz 

09/10 Faith Scherer 

09/10 Donald Steigerwalt II 

09/11 Sheila Flickinger 

09/12 Kim Schleicher 

 

Sunday School:  We will have Rally Day for the start of Sunday School on September 

13, 2026 at 10:15 AM for children preschool through 8th grade. 

 

Confirmation: Pr. Tony will once again offer confirmation classes for those in 7th grade 

or higher that are not yet confirmed. If you are interested for yourself or someone else, 

please contact him at prdinklc@ptd.net or 610-377-4242.

 

Yenser’s Tree Farm: There will be a Sunday School Kick Off for Dinkey and St John’s 

families on Thursday, September 24, 2026 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Sunday School 

children & parents are invited. Please call Becky McFadden (610)462-6329 with any 

questions. 

mailto:prdinklc@ptd.net


19 

 

 

Fall Festival & Basket Raffle: Ben Salem UCC is having a Fall Festival on Friday, 

September 25, 2026 from 5:00 to 7:30 PM and Saturday, September 26, 2026 from 10:00 

AM to 2:00 PM. 

 

Fall Bazaar: St John’s Mahoning is having a Fall Bazaar on Friday, October 2, 2026 

from 5:00 to 7:30 PM and Saturday, October 3, 2026 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

 

Blessing of the Animals: Join us at St John’s on Saturday, October 10, 2026 at 11:00 

AM for Blessing of the Animals. 

  

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards please see Kathy 

Steigerwalt. We receive 5% from each gift card sold. 

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact Jan in the 

office if interested.  

 

Cookbooks: The Dinkey cookbooks have arrived and are ready for purchase, $15 per 

cookbook. Please see Karen Schleicher. 

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Boscov’s cards for $5. On October 21, 2026, you will get 

25% off everything you buy in store or online. 

 

Car/ Motorcycle Show:  Dinkey will be holding it’s 3rd Annual Car & Motorcycle Show 

on Saturday, September 12, 2026 from 9 AM to 3 PM; rain date September 19, 2026. 

Please join us for a day of fun and fellowship. 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY MEMORIAL 

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464 

1st Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747 

Brendan Schleicher  11611 Dyer Street, Apt 1026 El Paso, Texas 79934 

Private Seth Koch  Cuba 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

Darwin Berger 

Arlene Bisbing 

Sheila Flickinger 

Tess Hinger 

Stephen Hoffman 

Linda Markell 

Debbie Meckel 

Gordon Scherer 

Patty Schleicher 

Alice Scitney 

Darwin Strohl 

Debra Strohl
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SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

Faith Beck  

Sherri Bowman 

Lauren Degan 

Candy Everett 

Louise Everett 

Ann German  

Brenda German 

Dick German 

Joseph Gorman 

Madisynn Hawk 

Barbara Niehoff Janco 

Sandy Keller 

Joe Kluk 

Deb Koch 

Jim Koch 

Deb Lilly 

Armell McFarland 

Robert Miller 

Emily Persinger 

Barry Ruth 

Kenny Schleicher 

Tanner Schleicher 

Georgine Shupp 

Carol Steber 

Kathy Steigerwalt 

Patti Walck 

Jason Wetzel

 

 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

Ministers:      The Congregation 

Pastor:      Reverend Anthony Pagotto 

Licensed Lay Minister:    Kimberly Gerhard 

“Kimberly Gerhard, a Licensed Lay Minister, has been authorized by the Bishop of the 

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation.” 

Music Director:               Colleen Rudelitsch 

Greeters:      Bierman 

Acolytes:      Blake Schleicher 

       Bryn Schleicher 

Lector:      Erica Pagotto 

Communion Assistants:    Rich DeLuca 

       Karen Wetzel 

Worship Participants for September 13, 2026:  

Greeters:      Everett 

Acolytes:      Jordyn Albert 

Blaine Blose 

 

Lector:         Nora Oswald 
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