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Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

To all who are lonely and need fellowship, to all who are discouraged and need good news,
to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need help; to all who are
sinners and need forgiveness, to all who are complacent and need disturbing; to all who
thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial
Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SILENT OFFERING — TO BENEFIT ALWAYS ON MISSION
GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

whose home is heaven and earth,

whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.



We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.

++ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG When Morning Gilds the Skies (ELW 853)

GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

4



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

ADVENT WREATH Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW
240, verse 2)

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

The reading may be announced:

A reading from Isaiah.

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s
royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will
reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony
and peaceful coexistence.

" A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
* The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
’ His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
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he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
’ Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

°®The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
" The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
® The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
’ They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

'On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7)

' Give the king your jus- ! tice, O God,
and your righteousness to ! the king’s son;

’ that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the | poor with justice;

J that the mountains may bring prosperity ! to the people,
and the ! hills, in righteousness.



“Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor. R
°May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation ! to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- ! ter the earth.
"In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
'“Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel;
you alone do ! wondrous deeds!
'Y And blessed be your glorious | name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- ! men. Amen. R

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

The reading may be announced:

A reading from Romans.

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people
has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by
welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them
into God'’s family.

* Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. * May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, °so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. ® For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the ancestors ’ and that the gentiles might glorify God for
his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;



'Vand again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
''and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
'>and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
in him the gentiles shall hope.”
'* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The reading may be concluded:
The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears,
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to
come.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, * “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” ° This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. ° Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, © and they
were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? ® Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, * and
do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
'Y Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that
does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

'1“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. '* His winnowing fork is in
his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY All People That on Earth Do Dwell (ELW 883)

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite
hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity
among peoples. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the
day when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways
humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony
with one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges,
for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World
Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope
in the face of grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the spirits of
those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to
overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and
reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the
hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL

OFFERING
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)

DISMISSAL
The worship has ended. Let the service begin.

Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress

DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
December 7, 2025

The Altar Flowers are sponsored today by Gary & Kim Schleicher in honor of family
members.

The Bulletins are sponsored today by Irene Wenner in memory of husband, Jim Wenner

The Week Ahead:
Today 9:00AM 2" Sunday of Advent Worship
10:15AM Sunday School
12:30PM Confirmation (D)

Monday 10:00AM Palmer House Hymn Sing
Wednesday  9:00AM Morning Prayer

6:00PM Advent Worship (SJ)
Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study
Sunday 9:00AM 3™ Sunday of Advent Worship

10:15AM Sunday School
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Office Hours:
Monday, Thursday, Friday 9:00AM to 2:00PM
(610)377-4242

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! December 7 to December 13

12/07 Owen Ruth 12/11 Susan Wilkinson
12/07 Carl Schleicher 12/12 Leisa Ahner
12/07 William Watkins II1 12/12 Logan Biegley
12/08 Elizabeth Rosko 12/12 Angela Rothermel
12/08 Lukas Schleicher 12/13 Linda Arndt
12/09 Quinton Heiland 12/13 Lori German
12/10 Kandice Barachie

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards please see Kathy
Steigerwalt. We receive 5% from each gift card sold.

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact Jan in the
office if interested.

Advent Toiletree: Dinkey will be collecting toilet paper and toiletry items for the Bare
Necessities Pantry every Sunday through Advent. Bare Necessities supplies these items
to residents in the Lehighton, Palmerton, and Jim Thorpe school districts. Please help
those in need.

Poinsettias: Poinsettias for Christmas Eve can be ordered by December 14, 2025. Cost is
$9.50. Order forms are on the back window for anyone interested or you can call the
office (610)377-4242.

Christmas Cookie Tray Sale: There is a Christmas cookie tray sale which includes 3
dozen homemade Christmas cookies plus wrapped chocolates & candy for $20 each to
benefit Jen Nielsen’s cancer treatment efforts. Order by December 12, 2025; order sheet
in back of church.

Christmas recital: There will be a Christmas organ recital presented by organist Alex
Haggerty on Friday, December 19, 2025 at 6:30 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church. Wear an
ugly sweater or holiday pajamas. All are welcome.
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Worldwide Children’s Remembrance Day: Trinity Lutheran Church in Lehighton will
be sponsoring a children’s remembrance day (for those who have passed away) for all
parents, grandparents, siblings, and friends on Sunday, December 14 2025 at 2:30PM.
This event is hosted by Dylan and Gavin’s Rainbow Ministry. Dinner and a ceremony
featuring a candle lighting ritual & slide show to honor your beloved child, grandchild or
sibling will be provided. RSVP & photo deadline is Wednesday, December 3, 2025.
Contact & send photos to: Dylan and Gavin’s Rainbow Ministry.

Pizza Fundraiser: Dinkey will be having a pizza kit fundraiser; orders due by January
18, 2026; pick up on February 5, 2026. Order sheet in the back of church or call Karen
Schleicher (610)390-1125 or the church office (610)377-4242.

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY MEMORIAL

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464
1°' Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747
Brendan Schleicher El Paso, Texas

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Sheila Flickinger Gordon Scherer
Tess Hinger Alice Scitney
Debbie Meckel Debra Strohl

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Alexis Louise Everett Jim Koch

Faith Beck Family of Jesse Farber Deb Lilly

Arlene Bisbing Ann German Emily Persinger
Eli Bowland Dick German Kenny Schleicher
Sherri Bowman Joseph Gorman Tom Scott
Robert Coccio Stephen Hoffman Kathy Steigerwalt
Rick D Doug Keller Patti Walck
Lauren Dugan Sandy Keller Sandy Walter
Candy Everett Joe Kluk Betty Weber
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Lehighton Cold Weather Station: The LCWS is an important ministry for the homeless
in the Lehighton area. When the temperature drops below 25 degrees overnight, the
station is open to anyone in need to have a warm place to sleep overnight. Volunteers and
donations are always needed, so if you would like to help in any way, please come out for
one of the following information sessions:

Thurs 12/11 at 5:30PM - Lehighton Library, 124 North Street, Lehighton

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Ministers: The Congregation
Pastor: Reverend Anthony Pagotto
Musician: Bella Moyer
Greeters: Everett
Acolytes: Maggie Bowman
Alexis Keller
Lector: Jan Schwartz
Communion Assistants: Lavona Schleicher
Eric Solt

Worship Participants for December 14, 2025:

Greeters: Frey
Acolytes: Rylee Keller
Lector: Karen Wetzel
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When Morning Gilds the Skies

A e e
G—5—1= «—— 1> P e
SR ¢ | g L -
1 When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing  cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of  prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the e-ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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1 Al peo - ple that on earth do dwell, sing to the
2 Know that the Lord is God in - deed; with - out our
3 Oh, en - ter then his gates with  praise; ap - proach with
4 For  why? The Lord our God is good: his mer - cy
5 To Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, the God whom
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aid he did us make. We are his folk, he
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heav’n and earth a - dore, from us and from the
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praise forth  tell; come ye be - fore him and re - joice.
doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take.
name al - ways, for it is seem-ly so to do.
firm - ly stood, and  shall from age to age en - dure.
an - gel host be praise and glo -ry ev - er - more.
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Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1594
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

All vights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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God of Grace and God of Glory
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I God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo -rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.

serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
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