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Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and
need good news, to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted
and need help; to all who are sinners and need forgiveness, to all who are
complacent and need disturbing; to all who thirst for the water of life; to all
who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial Evangelical
Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
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and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead

dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

GATHERING SONG Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (ELW 800)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The reading may be announced:

A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though
dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times
Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

''The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. ° He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” * Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
* Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with
skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
’So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. *I looked, and there were
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sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there

was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GoD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as he commanded me, and

the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
'"'Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” "> Therefore

prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and

bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of

Israel. " And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you

up from your graves, O my people. '“ I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,

and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken

and will act, says the LORD.”

The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130.5)

"Out ! of the depths
[ cry to!'you, O LORD;
>O LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.
'If you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O LORD,  who could stand?
“Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you ' may be feared. R
°I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
* My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is ! steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
“For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

The reading may be announced:

A reading from Romans.

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving
force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the
very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

*To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
"For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ‘ and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '* But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. '' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic
scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. ° Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. ° So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” “* But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

° Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” * The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” ’ Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. '° But those who
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” '' After saying this, he told them,
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” '“ The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” "* Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. “ Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ° For your sake [ am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ' Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

'”When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
'“Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '’ and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. > When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. *' Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. *> But even now [
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” * Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” ** Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” * Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, *° and everyone who lives and believes in
me will never die. Do you believe this?” >’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

* When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  And when she heard it, she got
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the place where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. > When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” ** Jesus began to
weep. *° So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *” But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. ** Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” * Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” *' So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for
having heard me. *’ I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” ** When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” * The dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

* Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him.
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)



APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into
us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those
who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where
biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all
who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so
many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized.
Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in
your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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OFFERING

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth

and bring forth its bounty.

Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG The Church's One Foundation (ELW 654)

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Let the service begin.
Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress

DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
March 22, 2026

The Altar Flowers are not sponsored today.
The Bulletins are sponsored today by Gary & Kim Schleicher in honor of their
anniversary week.

Flower and bulletin charts for 2026 are on the bulletin board above the stairs. You may
either sign up on the charts or by calling the office at 610-377-4242. It is appreciated if
you pay for your sponsorship by the end of the month that you have sponsored. All
weeks are open for the Memorial Bowl. It is very important for flower sponsors to
return the cans and plastic gold bowls that they take the flowers home in. Thank you
very much for your cooperation.

Office Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00AM to 2:00PM
(610)377-4242

The Week Ahead:

Today 9:00AM 5™ Sunday in Lent Worship
10:15AM Sunday School
Monday 6:30PM VBS Meeting
Wednesday  9:00AM Morning Prayer
7:00PM Lenten Worship (Dinkey)
Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study
Sunday 9:00AM Palm Sunday Worship

10:15AM Sunday School
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FYI: The meeting ID # for Thursday Bible Study has been changed to the service ID #
586 370 219.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! March 22 to March 28

03/22 Melani Bowman 03/25 Denise Schleicher
03/22 Daniel Kobal 03/26 McKena Everett
03/23 Eleanor Berger 03/27 Kenneth Haupt
03/24 Shay Watkins 03/27 Laurie Kobal
03/25 Cliona Bonser 03/27 Katelyn Markell
03/25 Jaxson Markell 03/28 Mika Solt

Celebration: Let us celebrate with Madison DeLuca who has received her first call to
Little Zion Lutheran Church in Telford, PA. She will have her Ordination & Installation
on Saturday, May 2, 2026 at 11:00 AM at Little Zion. All are welcome to attend.

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards please see Linda
Bierman. We receive 5% from each gift card sold.

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact Jan in the
office if interested.

Cookbooks: The Dinkey cookbooks have arrived and are ready for purchase, $15 per
cookbook. Please see Karen Schleicher.

Pumpkin Roll & Filling: There is a limited supply of pumpkin roll and quarts of filling
left; first come/ first served . The cost is $9 each. Please see Linda or Charlie Bierman.

Spring Bazaar: St John’s will be having their spring bazaar on Friday, March 27,2026
from 5:00 to 7:30PM and Saturday, March 28, 2026 from 9:00AM to 2:00PM.

Spring Cl ean Up: On Saturday, April 11 at 8:00AM, Dinkey will be having its annual
Spring Clean Up Day. Please come out and join us as we get the property ready for or
175th Anniversary Celebration to be held the following day.

Krispy Kreme: Dinkey is selling Krispy Kreme donuts; $12 per dozen for glazed; $12
per %2 dozen for Chocolate Iced, Raspberry Filled or Cream Filled; order sheet on back
window or call Karen Schleicher at (610)390-1125. Orders due by April 5, 2026; pick up
on April 16, 2026 from 3 to 6 PM.
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Basket Raffle and Bake Sale: Dinkey’s Basket Raffle and Bake Sale will be held on
May 15, 2026 from 4 to 7 PM and May 16, 2026 from 9 AM to 2 PM. Donations of gift
baskets or gift cards are greatly appreciated. Please see Karen Schleicher.

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Darwin Berger Linda Markell
Arlene Bisbing Debbie Meckel
Sheila Flickinger Gordon Scherer
Tess Hinger Alice Scitney

Debra Strohl

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY MEMORIAL

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464

1°' Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747
Brendan Schleicher 11611 Dyer Street, Apt 1026 El Paso, Texas 79934
Private Seth Koch Sierra Vista, AZ

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Faith Beck Dick German Armell McFarland
Sherri Bowman Joseph Gorman Robert Miller
Robert Coccio Madisynn Hawk Emily Persinger
Rick D Stephen Hoffman Kenny Schleicher
Lauren Dugan Barbara Niehoff Janco Tanner Schleicher
Candy Everett Sandy Keller Georgine Shupp
Louise Everett Joe Kluk Carol Steigerwalt
Frank Fisher Deb Lilly Kathy Steigerwalt
Ann German Patti Walck
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Ministers: The Congregation

Pastor: Reverend Anthony Pagotto
Assisting Minister: Bryn Schleicher
Musician: Bella Moyer

Greeters: Everett

Acolytes: Alexis Keller

Lector: Brian Schell

Worship Participants for March 29, 2026:

Greeters: Frey
Acolytes: Rylee Keller

Maggie Bowman
Lector: Courtney Van Fossen
Communion Assistants: Jan Schwartz

Eric Solt
EASTER LILY ORDERS
Name:

In honor/memory of:

Easter Lily’s are § 9.50. Orders and money can be placed in the af
offering plate or given to the office by March 22, 2026. Please fill

out a form for each plant you would like. Plants can be picked up w
after service on Easter
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2026 Lent and Easter Schedule

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026
2:00PM at Dinkey Memorial Lutheran Church
1742 Dinkey Road, Lehighton, PA 18235
7:00PM at St. Peter’s Church
184 St. Peter’s Road, Tamaqua, PA 18252

Midweek Lenten Worship at 7:00PM on the following dates:

Wednesday, February 25, 2026 at

St. John's Lutheran Church, 826 Mahoning Drive West, Lehighton
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at

Ben Salem UCC, 1965 Church Hill Road, Lehighton, PA 18235
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at

Zion Stone Church, 45 Cemetery Road, New Ringgold, PA 17960
Wednesday, March 18, 2026at

St. Peter’s Church, 184 St. Peter’s Road, Tamaqua, PA 18252
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at

Dinkey Memorial Lutheran Church, 1825 Dinkey Road, Lehighton

Spring Bazaar at St. John's LC, Mahoning
Friday, March 27, 2026, 5:00 — 7:30PM
Saturday, March 28, 2026, 9:00AM — 2:00PM
Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday at 11:00AM

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026
7:00PM at Ben Salem UCC

Good Friday, April 3, 2026
7:00PM at St. John's, Mahoning

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026

HE IS 6:30AM Sunrise waorship in Dinkey Memorial Cemetery
7:00AM Breakfast at Dinkey Memorial LC
M 9:00AM Worship at Dinkey Memarial LC

10:15AM Easter Egg Hunt in Dinkey Memorial Cemetery
11:00AM Worship at St. John’s LC, Mahoning
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Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
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1 Spir - it of God, de - scend up - on my heart;

2 1 ask  no dream, no proph - et ec - sta - sies,

3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King;

4 Teach me to love you as your an - gels love,
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stoop to my weak - ness, strength to me im - part,

no an - gel vis - i - tant, no op - ’ning  skies;

I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.

the bap - tism of the heav’'n - de - scend - ed dove,
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and make me love you as 1 ought to love.
but take the dim - ness of my soul a - way.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!
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Text: George Croly, 1780-1860
Music: MORECAMBE, Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841-1897

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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How Firm a Foundation
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1  How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvinns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib -u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,

5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms..prent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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