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   Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2026 

 

 
Dinkey Memorial  Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1742 Dinkey Road 
Lehighton, PA 18235 

610-377-4242 
www.dmlcashfield.com 
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To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and need good news; 

to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need help; to all who are 

sinners and need forgiveness; to all who are complacent and need disturbing; to all who 

thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial 

Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome! 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SILENT OFFERING – to benefit Always on Mission. 

 

    GATHERING 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  Lord God, We Praise You (ELW 558) 

 

GREETING  

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 

grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share 

his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Acts. 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the 

apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute 

food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 

the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and 

with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city 

and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

  deliver me | in your righteousness. 

 2 Incline your | ear to me; 

  make haste to de- | liver me. 

 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 

  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
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 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 

 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 

 15 My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 

 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from 1 Peter. 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are 

God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we 

experience through Jesus Christ. 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 

God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For 

it stands in scripture:  

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and  

 “A stone that makes them stumble 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 

order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into 

his marvelous light. 

 10 Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 
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The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

  

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 

The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the 

one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 

also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 

you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said 

to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 

said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 

him and have seen him.” 

  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said 

to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do 

you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 

you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe 

me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because 

of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do 

the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to 

the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

The gospel concludes: 
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The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY You Are the Way (ELW 758) 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, 

deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all 

whom they encounter. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and 

valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of 

peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, 

and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any 

in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill caregivers with a sense of 

purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness 

to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend 

worship today. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are 

never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to 

your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 

life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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MEAL 

 

OFFERING 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

…praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of new life. 

Receive the risen Lord. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 

 

DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended. Let the service begin. 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress 
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DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

             May 3, 2026 

The Altar Flowers are sponsored today by Michele & Ricky Brown in honor of Caleb 

and Madelyn’s first communion. God Bless Caleb & Madelyn. 

The Bulletins are not sponsored today. 

 

Flower and bulletin charts for 2026 are on the bulletin board above the stairs. You may 

either sign up on the charts or by calling the office at 610-377-4242.  It is appreciated if 

you pay for your sponsorship by the end of the month that you have sponsored.  All 

weeks are open for the Memorial Bowl.  It is very important for flower sponsors to 

return the cans and plastic gold bowls that they take the flowers home in.  Thank you 

very much for your cooperation. 

 

The Week Ahead: 

 Today  9:00AM  5th Sunday of Easter Worship  

   10:15AM Sunday School  

   12:30PM Confirmation (D) 

 Wednesday 9:00AM Morning Prayer 

 Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study 

 Sunday 10:00AM 6th Sunday of Easter Worship 

            

Office Hours: 

Monday, Thursday, Friday  9:00AM to 2:00PM 

(610)377-4242 

 

We celebrate with 3 young people who will be celebrating their First Communion today; 

Caleb Brown, Madelyn Brown, and Isabelle Mertz. 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! May 3 to May 9 

 

05/03 Grayson Ayers 

05/03 Avery Ceykovsky 

05/03 Fay Hunsicker 

05/03 Trell Schleicher 

05/06 Athena Frey 

05/06 Joanne Koons 

05/07 Luke Blisard 

05/07 Amber Caffese 

05/08 Sydney Zarelli 

 

 

Choir: The next practice for our choral group, "Voices in Song", will be Thursday, May 

14 at 6:30 PM.  We will sing for worship on Sunday, May 17.   

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1778769480793
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1778769480793
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1779028680794
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Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards please see Linda 

Bierman. We receive 5% from each gift card sold. 

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact Jan in the 

office if interested.  

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Rita’s cards for 10% off your purchase, cost is $5.00. 

Please see Karen Schleicher (610)390-1125.  

 

Cookbooks: The Dinkey cookbooks have arrived and are ready for purchase, $15 per 

cookbook. Please see Karen Schleicher. 

 

Pumpkin Roll & Filling: There is a limited supply of pumpkin roll and quarts of filling 

left; first come/ first served . The cost is $9 each. Please see Linda or Charlie Bierman. 

 

Basket Raffle and Bake Sale: Dinkey’s Basket Raffle and Bake Sale will be held on 

May 15, 2026 from 4 to 7 PM and May 16, 2026 from 9 AM to 2 PM. Donations of gift 

baskets or gift cards are greatly appreciated. Please see Karen Schleicher. 

Scholarships: Scholarship applications for anyone attending college or trade school in Fall 

are needed by May 31, 2026. The scholarship recipients will be announced by end of first 

week of June and the award certificates will be presented in mid-June. Scholarship 

applications are on the Dinkey website or in the office for anyone interested . 

 

VBS: Vacation Bible School will be held June 15, 2026 through June 17, 2026 from 6:00 

to 8:30PM. Come join us in the land of Egypt.   

 

Slingshot Esports will be at Dinkey Memorial on Sunday, May 17 from 10:15AM - 

12:15PM. They will have gaming systems set up for our youth (and adults) to try out and 

experience. This event is to promote their ministry and new hub in Weissport which will 

open later this year. Please come check it out and see how God is at work! You can also 

check them out online at slingshotesports.org. 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY MEMORIAL 

 

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464 

1st Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747 

Brendan Schleicher  11611 Dyer Street, Apt 1026 El Paso, Texas 79934 

Private Seth Koch Sierra Vista, AZ 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1779030685089
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HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 

Darwin Berger 

Arlene Bisbing 

Sheila Flickinger 

Tess Hinger 

Linda Markell 

 

Debbie Meckel 

Gordon Scherer 

Alice Scitney 

Debra Strohl

 

 

 

 

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

 

Faith Beck 

Sherri Bowman 

Robert Coccio 

Rick D 

Lauren Dugan 

Candy Everett 

Louise Everett 

Frank Fisher 

Ann German 

 

 

Dick German 

Joseph Gorman 

Madisynn Hawk 

Stephen Hoffman 

Barbara Niehoff Janco 

Sandy Keller 

Joe Kluk 

Deb Lilly 

Armell McFarland 

 

 

Robert Miller 

Emily Persinger 

Kenny Schleicher 

Patty Schleicher 

Tanner Schleicher 

Georgine Shupp 

Cailee Starr 

Kathy Steigerwalt 

Patti Walck
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

Ministers:      The Congregation 

Pastor:      Reverend Anthony Pagotto 

Music Director:                Colleen Rudelitsch 

Greeters:      Wetzel 

Acolytes:      Jordyn Albert 

       Maggie Bowman 

Lector:      Erica Pagotto 

Communion Assistants:    Karen Wetzel  

       Rich DeLuca 

        

 

Worship Participants for May 10, 2026:  

 

Greeters:      Bierman 

Acolytes:      Alexis Keller 

Lector:         Elizabeth Matz 
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If you play an instrument, I’d 

love to have you join me as 

we show our love to the Lord 

through music.  If you’d like 

to share your talents, please 

see me after any Sunday 

worship. Youth and adults 

are welcome. 

Peace+ to you, 

Your music director, Colleen 

 

Your music director, Colleen, would like 

to start a children’s choir and also a 

youth/young adult praise group of 

singers and musicians. If interested, 

please see the cat – I mean me – any 

Sunday after church. Thanks & Peace+ 
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