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Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and
need good news, to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted
and need help; to all who are sinners and need forgiveness, to all who are
complacent and need disturbing; to all who thirst for the water of life; to all
who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial Evangelical
Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

whose home is heaven and earth,

whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
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Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.

*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

GATHERING SONG Now the Day Is Over (ELW 570)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.

we ex - alt

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

ADVENT WREATH Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240, verse 1)



WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

The reading may be announced.:

A reading from Isaiah.

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

’In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
*Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
“He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
The reading may be concluded.:
The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1)

'I was glad when they ! said to me,
“Let us go to the house ! of the LORD.”
“Now our ! feet are standing
within your gates, ' O Jerusalem.
‘Jerusalem is built ! as a city
that is at unity ! with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes ' of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ! of the LORD. R
° For there are the ! thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
Pray for the peace ! of Jerusalem:
“May they pros-' per who love you.
"Peace be with- ! in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
‘For the sake of my kindred ' and companions,
I pray for  your prosperity.
’ Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to ! do you good.” R

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

The reading may be announced:

A reading from Romans.

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in
light of Christ’s coming in the future.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ' the night
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; ' let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. “ Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be
aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. *“ For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, ** and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming
of the Son of Man. * Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.
“'Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left.

* Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. * But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. * Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.”

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)
APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay
leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your
paths. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care
for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, hear our
prayer.



God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of
hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of
war to sow peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions
who are ill or despairing (especially). Surround all with care and consolation. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships
fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and
sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us
with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



OFFERING

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world

signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (ELW 436)

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Let the service begin.
Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God.

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.

DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 30, 2025

The Altar Flowers are not sponsored today.
The Bulletins are not sponsored today.

Flower and bulletin charts for 2025 are on the bulletin board above the
stairs. You may either sign up on the charts or by calling the office at 610-
377-4242. 1t is appreciated if you pay for your sponsorship by the end of the
month that you have sponsored. All weeks are open for the Memorial
Bowl. It is very important for flower sponsors to return the cans and
plastic gold bowls that they take the flowers home in. Thank you very
much for your cooperation.

If you are interested in sponsoring flowers for 2026, please contact Jan in the
office.
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Office Hours:
Monday, Thursday, Friday 9:00AM to 2:00PM;
(610)377-4242

The Week Ahead:

Today 9:00AM  1* Sunday of Advent Worship
10:15AM  Sunday School

Wednesday 9:00AM  Morning Prayer
6:00PM Advent Worship Service (SJ)

Thursday 9:30AM  Bible Study

Friday 10:00AM  Trees for Troops

Sunday 9:00AM 2" Sunday of Advent Worship
10:15AM  Sunday School
12:30PM  Confirmation (D)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! November 30 to December 6

11/30 Joann Beck 12/03 Mitchell Reinheimer
12/02 Kirsten Frankhouser 12/04 Dennis Cunfer

12/03 Devin Biegley 12/06 Aiden Biegley

12/03 Ayden Hand 12/06 Sierra Frankhouser

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards
please see Kathy Steigerwalt. We receive 5% from each gift card sold.

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact
Jan in the office if interested.

Trees for Troops: Dinkey will again be collecting money for Trees for
Troops. There are collection buckets in the back of the church. There will be
a Trees for Troops program on Friday, December 5, 2025 at 10:00 AM at
Yensers Tree Farm. All are welcome.
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Advent Toiletree: Dinkey will be collecting toilet paper and toiletry items
for the Bare Necessities Pantry every Sunday through Advent. Bare
Necessities supplies these items to residents in the Lehighton, Palmerton,
and Jim Thorpe school districts. Please help those in need.

Poinsettias: Poinsettias for Christmas Eve can be ordered by December 14,
2025. Cost is $9.50. Order forms are on the back window for anyone
interested or you can call the office (610)377-4242.

Christmas Cookie Tray Sale: St John’s will be selling a Christmas cookie
tray which includes 3 dozen homemade Christmas cookies plus wrapped
chocolates & candy for $20 each to benefit Jen Nielsen’s cancer treatment
efforts. Order by December 12, 2025; order sheet in back of church.

Pizza Fundraiser: Dinkey will be having a pizza kit fundraiser; orders due
by January 18, 2026; pick up on February 5, 2026. Order sheet in the back of
church.

Worldwide Children’s Remembrance Day: Trinity Lutheran Church in
Lehighton will be sponsoring a children’s remembrance day (for those who
have passed away) for all parents, grandparents, siblings, and friends on
Sunday, December 14 2025 at 2:30PM. This event is hosted by Dylan and
Gavin’s Rainbow Ministry. Dinner and a ceremony featuring a candle
lighting ritual & slide show to honor your beloved child, grandchild or
sibling will be provided. RSVP & photo deadline is Wednesday, December
3, 225. Contact & send photos to: Dylan and Gavin’s Rainbow Ministry.
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Stained Glass Windows: Help preserve our stained glass windows by
making a donation today. Your support will help us complete the work
necessary to repair and upgrade the windows and preserve them for the
future. You can donate by marking "Stained Glass Windows" on your
envelope and memo line of your check, or by scanning the QR code to
download the Vanco Mobile app. Thank you for your support and
commitment to this Dinkey Memorial Stained Glass Window Repair Pledge of Support
project.

Name(s)

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

|/we make the following pledge: $

D Weekly D Monthly DOne—time

Lehighton Cold Weather Station: The LCWS is an important ministry for
the homeless in the Lehighton area. When the temperature drops below 25
degrees overnight, the station is open to anyone in need to have a warm
place to sleep overnight. Volunteers and donations are always needed, so if
you would like to help in any way, please come out for one of the following
information sessions:

Tues 12/02 at 1:15PM - Lehighton Library, 124 North Street, Lehighton
Thurs 12/04 at 1:15PM - Lehighton Library, 124 North Street, Lehighton
Thurs 12/11 at 5:30PM - Lehighton Library, 124 North Street, Lehighton
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https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1764084776249
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1764257576249
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1764257576249

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY
MEMORIAL

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464
1** Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Sheila Flickinger Gordon Scherer
Tess Hinger Alice Scitney
Debbie Meckel Debra Strohl

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Alexis Ann German Jim Koch

Faith Beck Dick German Deb Lilly

Arlene Bisbing Joseph Gorman Emily Persinger
Eli Bowland Stephen Hoffman Kenny Schleicher
Sherri Bowman Barbara Niehoff Tom Scott

Robert Coccio Janco Kathy Steigerwalt
Rick D Doug Keller Tanner Schleicher
Lauren Dugan Sandy Keller Patti Walck
Candy Everett Joe Kluk Sandy Walter
Louise Everett Betty Weber

Family of Jesse
Farber

15



WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Ministers:
Pastor:
Musician:
Greeters:

Acolytes:
Lector:

Worship Participants for December 7, 2025:

Greeters:

Acolytes:

Lector:

Communion Assistants:
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The Congregation
Reverend Anthony Pagotto
Belle Moyer

Bierman

Derek Spitzer

Courtney Van Fossen

Everett

Maggie Bowman
Alexis Keller

Jan Schwartz
Lavona Schleicher
Eric Solt



Now the Day Is Over
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1 Now the day is o - ver; night is draw - ing nigh;

2 Je - sus,give the wea - 1y calm and sweet Te - pose;

3 Com - fort ev-'ry suf - f'rer watch-ing late in pain;

4 Through the long night - watch - es may your an - gels spread

| 7

5 When the morning wakens,
then may I arise
pure and fresh and sinless
in your holy eyes.

Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 18341924, alt.
Music: MERRIAL, Joseph Barnby, 1838—1896

6 Glory to the Father,
glory to the Son,
and to you, blest Spirit,
while the ages run.

All vights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A

17

' ' L 1 1
Dut \
)" A . TN | N I 1
i ) | ! I I I  — I
1 S S D S S EE
J s o 1® il il ‘r O‘E—Jr—dr <
shad - ows of the eve - ning steal a - cross the sky.
with your ten-drest bless - ing may  our eye - lids close.
those who plan some e - vil, from their sin re - strain.
their bright wings a - bove  me, watch - ing round my bed.
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our ¢ - ter -nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,

bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the walch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo - ri - a! Let heav’n a - dore . you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a - wake, Je - Tu - sa - lem, at last
heart with joy  is spring -ing. She wakes, she Tis - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night  hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of pearl, twelve por - tals glecam - ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in  truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’n; her light is come.
bliss bc - yond all drcam - ing, with an - gcl choirs a - round your thronc.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness  take!”
Now come, o Bless - ed  One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-dring might
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Al - le - lu - ial Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - ry. There we will  go: what joy we’ll know!
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Lo

go. meet the bride - groom, who draws  near.

and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.

There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.
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Text; Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; . composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
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