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To all who are lonely and need fellowship; to all who are discouraged and need good news; 

to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need help; to all who are 

sinners and need forgiveness; to all who are complacent and need disturbing; to all who 

thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial 

Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome! 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

NOISY OFFERING – to benefit Family Promise 

 

    GATHERING 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 
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and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

GATHERING SONG  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596) 

 

GREETING  

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 

life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 

gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Isaiah. 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now 

God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

  you who seek the LORD. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 2 Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah, who bore you, 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 

 4 Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation, 

 for a teaching will go out from me 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 

  my salvation has gone out, 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 

 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 

  and look at the earth beneath, 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 

 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 
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The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 138 

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 

 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 

 3 When I called, you | answered me; 

  you increased my | strength within me. 

 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R 

 5 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 

 6 The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 

 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall 

save me. 

 8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of 

your hands. R 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 

The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Romans. 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing 

lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are 

transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of 

service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of 

Christ. 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 

the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable 

and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
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more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members 

and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 

ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in 

sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

The reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord. 

The assembly responds:  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 

The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, 

the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will 

overcome the very gates of Hades. 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 

them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 

the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 

Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I 

tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 

will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that 

he was the Messiah. 



9 

 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623) 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 

encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your 

word of life to all the world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—

all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of 

all you have made. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing 

war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and 

peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 

struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they 

know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day (especially). Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and 

talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united 

as the body of Christ. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope 

of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.      
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OFFERING 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 

maker of all things. 

Through your goodness 

you have blessed us with these gifts: 

our selves, our time, and our possessions. 

Use us, and what we have gathered, 

in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812) 

 

DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended. Let the service begin. 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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                    DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                    August 23 2026 

 

The Altar Flowers are not sponsored today. 

The Bulletins are not sponsored today. 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday, Thursday & Friday 9:00AM to 2:00PM  

(610)377-4242 

 

Flower and bulletin charts for 2026 are on the bulletin board above the stairs. You may 

either sign up on the charts or by calling the office at 610-377-4242.  It is appreciated if 

you pay for your sponsorship by the end of the month that you have sponsored.  All 

weeks are open for the Memorial Bowl.  It is very important for flower sponsors to 

return the cans and plastic gold bowls that they take the flowers home in.  Thank you 

very much for your cooperation. 

 

The Week Ahead: 

 Today  9:00AM  13th Sunday after Pentecost Worship  

 Monday 6:00PM Ladies Aid 

 Wednesday 9:00AM Morning Prayer 

 Thursday 9:30AM Bible Study 

   6:30PM Choir    

 Sunday 9:00AM 14th Sunday after Pentecost Worship 

  

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY! August 23 to August 29 

 

08/23 Elizabeth Franko 

08/23 Noah Kunkel  

08/23 Cynthia Shipwash 

08/24 Zachary Bowman 

08/24 Michael McGee 

08/26 Ryan Bowman 

08/26 Adrienne Leiby 

08/27 Jason Schleicher 

08/29 Rodney Steigerwalt 

 

 

 

Confirmation: Pr. Tony will once again offer confirmation classes for those in 7th grade 

or higher that are not yet confirmed. If you are interested for yourself or someone else, 

please contact him at prdinklc@ptd.net or 610-377-4242. 

  

mailto:prdinklc@ptd.net
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Sunday School:  We will have Rally Day for the start of Sunday School on September 

13, 2026. 

 

Thank You: From your music director…….To my Gen XYZ & the Baby band members; 

Thank you for performing at the St John’s Community Picnic. Well done my fellow 

music makers! Let’s do this again sometime!  The Baby 

 

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards please see Kathy 

Steigerwalt. We receive 5% from each gift card sold. 

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact Jan in the 

office if interested.  

 

Cookbooks: The Dinkey cookbooks have arrived and are ready for purchase, $15 per 

cookbook. Please see Karen Schleicher. 

 

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Boscov’s cards for $5. On October 21, 2026, you will get 

25% off everything you buy in store on online. 

 

Car/ Motorcycle Show:  Dinkey will be holding it’s 3rd Annual Car & Motorcycle Show 

on Saturday, September 12, 2026 from 9 AM to 3 PM; rain date September 19, 2026. 

Please join us for a day of fun and fellowship. 

 

Crop Walk: The Carbon County Crop Walk will be held October 11, 2026 at 2:00 PM 

beginning at 600 Riverview Road, Lehighton. 

 

Yenser’s Tree Farm: There will be a Sunday School Kick Off for Dinkey and St John’s 

families on Thursday, September 24, 2026 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Sunday School 

children & parents are invited. Please call Becky McFadden (610)462-6329 with any 

questions. 

 

Fall Festival & Basket Raffle: Ben Salem UCC is having a Fall Festival on Friday, 

September 25, 2026 from 5:00 to 7:30 PM and Saturday, September 26, 2026 from 10:00 

AM to 2:00 PM. 

 

Fall Bazaar: St John’s Mahoning is having a Fall Bazaar on Friday, October 2, 2026 

from 5:00 to 7:30 PM and Saturday, October 3, 2026 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
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MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY MEMORIAL 

 

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464 

1st Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747 

Brendan Schleicher  11611 Dyer Street, Apt 1026 El Paso, Texas 79934 

Private Seth Koch  Cuba 

 

 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 

Darwin Berger 

Arlene Bisbing 

Sheila Flickinger 

Tess Hinger 

Stephen Hoffman 

 

 

Linda Markell 

Debbie Meckel 

Gordon Scherer 

Patty Schleicher 

Alice Scitney 

Debra Strohl

 

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

 

Faith Beck 

Sherri Bowman 

Lauren Dugan 

Candy Everett 

Louise Everett 

Ann German 

Brenda German 

Dick German 

Joseph Gorman 

Madisynn Hawk 

 

Barbara Niehoff Janco 

Sandy Keller 

Joe Kluk 

Deb Koch 

Jim Koch 

Judy Kresge & family 

Deb Lilly 

Armell McFarland 

Robert Miller 

 

 

Emily Persinger 

Barry Ruth 

Kenny Schleicher 

Tanner Schleicher 

Georgine Shupp 

Carol Steber 

Kathy Steigerwalt 

Patti Walck 

Jason Wetzel
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

 

Ministers:      The Congregation 

Pastor:      Reverend Anthony Pagotto 

Music Director:              Colleen Rudelitsch 

Greeters:      Frey 

 

Acolytes:      Evelyn Klotz 

       Larkin Klotz 

Lectors:      Lori German 

 

Worship Participants for August 30, 2026: 

 

Greeters:       Wetzel 

 

Acolytes:      Jaxson Markell 

       Logan Riley 

 

Lectors:      Jim Koch    
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