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Dinkey Memorial Evangelical Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

To all who are lonely and need fellowship, to all who are discouraged and need good news,
to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are tempted and need help; to all who are
sinners and need forgiveness, to all who are complacent and need disturbing; to all who
thirst for the water of life; to all who love Christ and would follow Christ, Dinkey Memorial
Evangelical Lutheran Church opens its arms and bids you welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SILENT OFFERING - TO BENEFIT ALWAYS ON MISSION
GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (ELW 803)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to
live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we
may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a

The reading may be announced.:

A reading from Genesis.

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of
the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied
by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation.

' The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. °I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. * I will bless those who
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”

“So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.



The reading may be concluded.:
The word of the Lord.

The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the LORD. (Ps. 121:1, 2)

'Tlift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my ! help to come?
*My help comes | from the LORD,
the maker of heav- ! en and earth.
*The LorD will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
‘ Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep; R
’the LORD watches | over you;
the LORD is your shade at ! your right hand;
‘the sun will not strike ' you by day,
nor the! moon by night.
’The LORD will preserve you ! from all evil
and will ' keep your life.
‘The LORD will watch over your going out and your ' coming in,
from this time forth for- ' evermore. R

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

The reading may be announced.:

A reading from Romans.

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God
does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises.
Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that
ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

" What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?
*For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God. ° For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” “* Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as
something due. ° But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly,
such faith is reckoned as righteousness.



" For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “ For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. " For
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

'“For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so
that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, '"as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do
not exist.

The reading may be concluded:

The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 3:1-17

The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus
speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. > He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God,
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” * Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” * Jesus
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. ° What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. " Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ “ The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
’Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” '’ Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen,
yet you do not receive our testimony. '“ If I have told you about earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? ' No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '* And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
> that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

'““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order
that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, the Very Thought of You (ELW 754)



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of
church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the means to praise
your beauty today. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare
your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who
labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the
flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance,
and peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any
who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all
who are struggling with illness or loss (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new
members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this community to
journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you
for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by
your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

OFFERING
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ

our Lord.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

0 a4 . . |
DA . 1T ! I I [ I I I I I I I N I
oo oo
le (710 b _‘_._d_‘__,;}_! o 17 o - — o
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0D u . . . .
i — - = — o e —
'\? e e TP e J, e dZ
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
Dty e e e e e e s e |
TP —7 g ] S —— * 4 | T_I%
\\av | 7o 1o i | | — —
J | — | ' 1
mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0D u .
b —— | N ] | > ——
v — ] ¥ o ] ] P i — I
(710 e [ ¥ (7] & - rY & I I
1 L R 7 S O
) ! | —“—o
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

12



COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG Old Rugged Cross

1. On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
The emblem of suffering and shame;
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain.

Chorus:
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross
And exchange it someday for a crown

2. Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;
For the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary.
Chorus

3. In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see;
For ‘twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died
To pardon and sanctify me.
Chorus

4. To the old rugged cross I will ever be true,
Its shame and reproach gladly bear;
Then He’ll call me someday to my home far away,
Where His glory forever I’ll share.
Chorus

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Let the service begin.
Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.

From Sundays & Seasons, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress
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DINKEY MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
March 1, 2026

The Altar Flowers are sponsored today by Courtney Van Fossen in honor of
daughter Jessica’s birthday .

The Bulletins are sponsored today by Irene Wenner in memory of Loved
Ones.

Flower and bulletin charts for 2026 are on the bulletin board above the
stairs. You may either sign up on the charts or by calling the office at 610-
377-4242. 1t is appreciated if you pay for your sponsorship by the end of the
month that you have sponsored. All weeks are open for the Memorial
Bowl. It is very important for flower sponsors to return the cans and
plastic gold bowls that they take the flowers home in. Thank you very
much for your cooperation.

The Week Ahead:
Today 9:00AM 2" Sunday in Lent Worship
10:15AM  Sunday School
Tuesday  6:30PM Fundraising Meeting
Wednesday 9:00AM  Morning Prayer
7:00PM Lenten Worship (Ben Salem UCC)
Thursday 9:30AM  Bible Study
Sunday 9:00AM 3" Sunday in Lent Worship
10:15AM  Sunday School
12:30PM  Confirmation (D)
Office Hours:
Monday, Thursday, Friday 9:00AM to 2:00PM
(610)377-4242
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! March 1 to March 7

03/02 Sydney Kobal 03/04 Bruce Hawk
03/03 Jonathan Andreas 03/04 Miranda Moyer
03/03 Joseph Flickinger 03/05 Allison Valentine

03/03 Tyler Manogue

Giant Gift Cards: If you would like to purchase any Giant Gift Cards
please see Linda Bierman. We receive 5% from each gift card sold.

Fundraising: Dinkey is selling Streak free cloths; $5 each. Please contact
Jan in the office if interested.

Cookbooks: The Dinkey cookbooks have arrived and are ready for
purchase, $15 per cookbook. Please see Karen Schleicher.

Pumpkin Roll & Filling: There is a limited supply of pumpkin roll and
quarts of filling left; first come/ first served . The cost is $9 each. Please see
Linda or Charlie Bierman.

175th Anniversary: Help is needed scanning photos and formatting them
into a slideshow format for Dinkey's 175th Anniversary Celebration on April
12, 2026. If you are able to help, please contact Pr. Tony at 610-377-4242

or prdinklc@ptd.net.

First Communion Instruction: An instruction session for anyone in 1st
Grade or higher that is not receiving communion will held on Saturday,
March 21, 2026 from 9:00AM-12:00PM at Dinkey Memorial. If you are
interested in more information or to register, please contact Pr. Tony at 610-
377-4242, 570-386-9960 or prdinklc@ptd.net.
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Spring Bazaar: St John’s will be having their spring bazaar on Friday,
March 27,2026 from 5:00 to 7:30PM and Saturday, March 28, 2026 from
9:00AM to 2:00PM.

Lehighton Cold Weather Station: The LCWS is an important ministry for
the homeless in the Lehighton area. When the temperature drops below 25
degrees overnight, the station is open to anyone in need to have a warm
place to sleep overnight. Volunteers and donations are always needed.

Candy Sale: St John’s is having a candy sale; Order by March 15, 2026;
pick up will be March 27, 2026 and March 28, 2026. Make checks payable
to St John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. Order form in the back of church.

Spring Breakfast: Yenser’s Tree Farm will be having an “All You Can Eat
Breakfast” on Sunday March 22, 2026 from 8:00AM to 2:00PM. There will
also be flowers and candy for sale along with Crafters/ Artisans selling
homemade items.

Scholarships: Scholarship applications for anyone attending college or trade
school in Fall are needed by May 31, 2026. The scholarship recipients will be
announced by end of first week of June and the award certificates will be
presented in mid-June. Scholarship applications are on the Dinkey website or
in the office for anyone interested .

MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM OR ASSOCIATED WITH DINKEY
MEMORIAL

Noah K. Kunkel PSC41 Box 6927 APO AE 09464

1** Lt. Benjamin Cordova, 9300 Valencia St., Tucson, AZ 85747
Brendan Schleicher El Paso, Texas
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HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Darwin Berger Debbie Meckel
Arlene Bisbing Gordon Scherer
Sheila Flickinger Alice Scitney
Tess Hinger Debra Strohl
Linda Markell

SICK/HOSPITALIZED/SPECIAL NEEDS MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Ann German

Faith Beck Dick German Jim Koch
Family of Holly Joseph Gorman Deb Lilly
Bierman Madisynn Hawk Emily Persinger
Sherri Bowman Family of Michele Kenny Schleicher
Robert Coccio Heckman Tanner Schleicher
Rick D Stephen Hoffman Tom Scott
Lauren Dugan Barbara Niehoff Georgine Shupp
Candy Everett Janco Carol Steigerwalt
Louise Everett Doug Keller Kathy Steigerwalt
Frank Fisher Sandy Keller Patti Walck

Joe Kluk

18



WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

Ministers: The Congregation
Pastor: Reverend Anthony Pagotto
Musician: Bella Moyer
Greeters: Frey
Acolytes: Colby Solt
Mason Spitzer
Lector: Brian Schell
Communion Assistants: Erica Pagotto

Lavona Schleicher

Worship Participants for March 8, 2026:

Greeters: Wetzel
Acolytes: Jordyn Albert
Lector: Bryn Schleicher
EASTER LILY ORDERS

Name:

In honor/memory of:

Lo
/
Easter Lily’s are § 9.50. Orders and money can be placed in the ‘ af
offering plate or given to the office by March 22, 2026. Please fill
out a form for each plant you would like. Plants can be picked up w
after service on Easter.
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2026 Lent and Easter Schedule

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026
2:00PM at Dinkey Memorial Lutheran Church
1742 Dinkey Road, Lehighton, PA 18235
7:00PM at St. Peter’s Church
184 St. Peter’s Road, Tamaqua, PA 18252

Midweek Lenten Worship at 7:00PM on the following dates:

Wednesday, February 25, 2026 at

St. John's Lutheran Church, 826 Mahoning Drive West, Lehighton
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at

Ben Salem UCC, 1965 Church Hill Road, Lehighton, PA 18235
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at

Zion Stone Church, 45 Cemetery Road, New Ringgold, PA 17960
Wednesday, March 18, 2026at

St. Peter’s Church, 184 St. Peter’s Road, Tamaqua, PA 18252
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at

Dinkey Memoaorial Lutheran Church, 1825 Dinkey Road, Lehighton

Spring Bazaar at St. John's LC, Mahoning
Friday, March 27, 2026, 5:00 — 7:30PM
Saturday, March 28, 2026, 9:00AM — 2:00PM
Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday at 11:00AM

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026
7:00PM at Ben Salem UCC

Good Friday, April 3, 2026
7:00PM at St. John's, Mahoning

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026

HE IS 6:30AM Sunrise worship in Dinkey Memorial Cemetery
g : 7:00AM Breakfast at Dinkey Memorial LC
M 9:00AM Worship at Dinkey Memorial LC

10:15AM Easter Egg Hunt in Dinkey Memorial Cemetery
11:00AM Worship at St. John’s LC, Mahoning
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748

Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

All vights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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Jesus, the Very Thought of You
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3 O Hope of ev-'ry con - trite soul, O Joy of all the meek,
4 O Je -sus, be our joy to - day; help us to prize your love;
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but sweet-er far your face to view and rest with-in  your light.
a sweet-er sound than your blest name, O Sav-ior of us all!
how kind you are  to those who fall! How good to those who seek!
grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home a - bove.”
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Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
Music: ST. AGNES, John B. Dykes, 18231876

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 714794-A
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